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Racial tension and sustained protests after the 
fatal shooting of a Black man by a sheriff’s 
deputy in August 2017 led to soul-searching in 
Thomasville, Georgia. Recognizing inequities 
in safety, education, and economic opportunity, 
local officials created a task force and looked 
to a trusted source of inspiration and 
knowledge — area Rotarians — to help tap the 
hidden potential of the community. 
 
In early 2019, Spark Thomasville, a business incubator, assembled its first class of a dozen 
budding businesspeople, drawing from minority communities. Members of the Rotary Club of 
Thomasville, including André Hadley Marria, governor-nominee of District 6900 and Spark’s 
current director, stepped up with workplace acumen and a $1,500 district grant. Six club mem-
bers regularly mentor the participants, who aim to succeed in such fields as video production, 
beauty and nail salons, and catering. The result: nearly 30 entrepreneurs and 10 full-time busi-
nesses and counting. 
 
“One of the real stars is a husband-and-wife team who started grilling barbecue pork ribs at 
their home and selling them to their neighbors. They’ve progressed to having their own restau-
rant,” says Michael Bixler, another club member and coach in the program, which focuses on 
financial literacy, basic bookkeeping, and communication skills. 
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 ****************************************** 
 PRAYER  FOR TODAY:   Lord, we thank You for this day and 
    for this privilege of being gathered in Rotary   
    fellowship. Please bless this food to our use, and 
    us to Your service. Amen  
  
 PROGRAM THIS WEEK:    Jocelyn Chapman,                           
         District Governor , District 6950  
    
         PROGRAM NEXT WEEK:   George Donovan  
   
 PROGRAM LAST WEEK:  "Students of the Month"   
  Orange Grove Elementary and Seminole Elementary   
          
 Upcoming Events:    
  
 April 13th     TBD 
 April 20th      Hank Houser "Student of the Month" 
 April 27th      Carlo Franzblau and Erica Hardison,                                               
      "Sing Out and Read"     
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