
Our Program this week:  Danny Cooper, Sr. Manager / Marketing 
 
Danny Cooper is Senior Manager of Marketing for Tampa In-
ternational Airport. In this role, Danny manages the Airport’s 
marketing efforts across a spectrum of community and indus-
try initiatives including airline recruitment and retention, non-
aeronautical revenue products such as concessions and park-
ing, and the Airport’s focus on guest experience. In addition to 
being responsible for airport advertising, partnerships and pro-
motions, Danny directs all of the marketing efforts for the air-
port’s General Aviation system consisting of Peter O. Knight, 
Tampa Executive and Plant City Airports. 
 

Prior to joining the Airport staff, Danny was Associate Director of the University 
of South Florida Alumni Association in Tampa and Assistant Vice President for 
Communication and Public Relations at Lanier Upshaw in Lakeland, FL. 
 
Danny is also a nine-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force where he served at multi-
ple duty locations culminating as Director of Public Affairs for MacDill Air Force 
Base in Tampa. Danny served deployments in support of Operation Southern 
Watch and Operation Enduring Freedom.  
 
Danny has a B.A. in English from the Citadel, The Military College of South Car-
olina and an M.B.A and M.S. in Finance from the University of Tampa. 
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 ****************************************** 
 PRAYER  FOR TODAY: Lord, keep us mindful of the                                      
    humanity we share with all people. Amen. 
 
 PROGRAM THIS WEEK:  Danny Cooper,                                             
     Tampa Airport Planning                                       
     and Development 
                                                                                                                                                           
         PROGRAM NEXT WEEK:  Brian MacNeel ,                                         
     Crime Prevention Task Force  
                                                              
 PROGRAM LAST WEEK: Beth and Bob Maynard, CBD 
 
  Upcoming Events:                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                  
 March 11th      Dr. Rodney Soto, Lifeworks Wellness Center 
 March 18th      Roger Nelson, Biking 
 March 25th      Carole Alexander, Next Stepp Pregnancy Help Center  
 March 29th        Picnic held at Bill and Phyllis Shaefer's;  picnic will be 
        held jointly with the Seminole Lake Rotary Club. 
        Details to follow.                                                                                 
 April 1             Wendy Mitchell-Mathews 
 April 8             Larry Peggs 
 

 
Rotary Club of Seminole Officers 2019-2020: 
 
President  Jen Reynolds  Sergeant at Arms   Bob Ross  
President Elect   Kelly Vaughn   Bulletin Editor   Ruth Berry 
Secretary  Lorie Whitney  Past President        Ginger Hayes   
Treasurer  Mike McQuilkin   
              District 6950 Website - www.rotary6950.org   
 Seminole Rotary Website - www.seminolerotary.org 
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Rotary, Peace Corps 

working together 
 
By Maureen Duncan, a member of The Rotary Foundation Cadre of 
Technical Advisers and a returned Peace Corps volunteer   
 
 

A s a member of The Rotary Foundation Cadre of Technical Advisers, I evaluate projects in Central 
and South America. I am also a former Peace Corps volunteer stationed in Brazil (from 1966 to 
1968). These two organizations have great potential for working together to achieve amazing results. 
Recently, I was able to combine these two networks for a grant project that is advancing education 
and providing economic opportunities for youth in Guatemala. 
In February of 2019, I joined Mark Balla, an Australian Rotarian and water and sanitation expert, in 
visiting 15 of 48 schools involved with a water, sanitation, and hygiene project funded by a global 
grant. One of the schools we visited was the Instituto Mixto Municipal de Diversificado, a high 
school in Santa Lucia, Guatemala, that prepares students for careers in secretarial science and ac-
counting. 
We were impressed by how they have incorporated saving the environment into their curriculum. 
We watched the students simulating real business solutions as they turned recycled trash into rugs, 
undertook rudimentary attempts at making renewable menstrual pads, and produced organic soap. 

After returning to the US, I applied for and received a district grant for a project we called Keeping 
Guatemalan Girls in School to help students at the Instituto Mixto Municipal de Diversificado. The 
grant was made possible by donations from private donors, GoFundMe, and Rotary clubs in San 
Diego, California, USA and Melbourne, Australia. 
The goal is to help girls in Guatemala stay in school. While elementary schools are free of cost and 
provide free meals, girls often drop out of school when they start their periods because of inadequate 
products and facilities. Even if they make it to junior high or high school, the costs for tuition, 
books, and uniforms force 75 percent of Guatemalan children to stop attending school. With this 
project, we are teaching boys and girls entrepreneurial skills so they can be self-sufficient and con-
tribute to their communities 

In September 2019, we hired a local project manager. As a returned Peace Corps volunteer, I 
searched for local Peace Corps volunteers who could help, and met Lauren Devol. She is working in 
Guatemala to support community economic development and we developed a strong connection. 
Lauren is passionate about serving as a connector to empower women, youth, and indigenous popu-
lations. Although we are 50+ years apart in our Peace Corps Service and age, we couldn’t be more 
alike in our fundamental aspirations to help people help themselves. 

By working with Peace Corps, I know that Lauren and the local project manager can be there when 
I can’t. They meet with the 12 students (six boys and six girls), helping them evaluate their goals 
and providing cheerleading. This is one of the great benefits of partnering with other organizations. 

Our project at the Santa Lucia high school has two components: 
Reusable menstrual pads 
The students decided one of their businesses would be to make cloth-based, reusable menstrual 
pads, knowing that disposable ones are bad for the environment and too costly for the majority of 
girls and women. Using a design the students came up with, we are paying a seamstress in the com-
munity to cut and sew the protectors and pads, fulfilling the requirement to include the community 
in economic development. The emphasis of this endeavor isn’t mainly a moneymaking one, but 
rather education as the students instruct girls and women in Santa Lucia and nearby communities. 

Making soap from volcano ash 
Volcanoes are everywhere in Guatemala; many of them still active and destructive. We believe, by 
targeting tourists from nearby Antigua, that we can make a profit by selling soap made with local 
ingredients, including volcanic ash. Lauren has been most helpful in monitoring the students’ activ-
ities: experimenting with local ingredients, packaging, marketing, and sales.  She and the local pro-
ject manager even went on a hike with the students up a nearby volcano to get some volcanic ash! 
This will be the students’ first step toward self-sufficiency. The money from sales will buy more 
materials and cover some of their education expenses, as well as helping the local community, 

The grant ends in April 2020 – a short time. But it will provide stimulus for potential future grants. 
We have changed lives already, which we can see through the smiles on the faces of the students, 
the enthusiasm of the seamstress, and the positivity reflected in the entire school. But mostly, the 
lives of Lauren and I have been enriched beyond words. 

 
March Birthdays: 
 
Frank Massaro        March 12 
Roger Edelman       March  19 
Gerry Miller           March 23 

Club Anniversaries: 
 
Linda Bass                         3/01/1988                      32 years 
Hank Houser                      3/01/1996                      24 years 
Roger Edelman                   3/13/2019                        1 year 
 

https://my.rotary.org/en/cadre-technical-advisers
https://www.rotary.org/en/peace-corps-and-rotary-kickoff-historic-collaboration
https://my.rotary.org/en/take-action/apply-grants/global-grants
https://my.rotary.org/en/take-action/apply-grants/global-grants
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