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 PRAYER  FOR TODAY:    Help us, God, to use the gifts you                     
                        have given us to do your will. Amen. 
     
 PROGRAM THIS WEEK:     Christina Fortner, Girls Inc    
                                                                                                                                                                           
         PROGRAM LAST WEEK:    Liz Fields, Director, 
            Rotary Camp Florida 
      
         PROGRAM NEXT WEEK:  Becky Gunter, Director,                               
           Seminole Recreation                                                
                                             
 Upcoming Events:                                              
                                                                                                          
  June 28th:  Installation of Officers  2017-2018                                                  

  July 26th:  Michael Bryan, Director, City of Seminole Library                               
  Aug. 12th:  Casino Night 

    
                   

 
 

 
    
 

Rotary Club of Seminole Officers 2016-2017: 

President  Bob Matthews  Sergeant at Arms  Frank Tanzella  
President Elect   CJ Morris   Bulletin Editor    Jeff Graves/Ruth Berry 
Secretary  Lorie Whitney  Past President        Tim Ingold  
Treasurer  Mike McQuilkin   

 District 6950 Website - www.rotary6950.org   
Website - www.seminolerotary.org 

 Rotary  Club of Seminole P.O. Box 3313 • Seminole, FL 33775-3313 
                                 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Congratulations to new Paul Harris Fellow Julio Ricard, with 
  presenter, Kip Janes, Cheri Ricard, and Elisa Janes. 

  



Skydivers raise thousands for polio eradication 
 

The first time Noel Jackson jumped out of a plane, it had nothing to do with raising money for 
polio eradication. 
The Michigan dentist had received a gift certificate from members of his staff to go skydiving 
because they knew he was into adventure. 
“It is definitely a defining moment,” says Jackson, a member of the Rotary Club of Trenton, 
Mich., of that first jump at 14,000 feet, done in tandem strapped to a professional skydiver. 
“The rush of the free fall is beyond anything I have ever experienced before. Just the speed and 
acceleration is unbelievable. You don’t even have time to figure out if you are enjoying it or 
not; it’s just a sensation that happens.” 
Jackson did enjoy the sensation, so 
much so that he agreed to do another 
jump, with Shiva Koushik, a Rotarian 
friend in nearby Windsor, Ont.  
The two men were waiting for this sec-
ond jump when their wives came up 
with the idea of enlisting other jumpers 
and raising pledges for polio eradica-
tion. 
In August 2014, a jump in the skies of 
northeastern Michigan raised $15,000 
for Rotary’s polio eradication cam-
paign. Matched 2-to-1 by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, the effort contributed $45,000 to the cause. 
Since 1985, when Rotary committed to polio eradication, the organization has contributed more 
than $1.5 billion and countless volunteer hours to immunize children against the disease. In that 
time, the number of polio cases has dropped 99.9 percent, and only three countries remain 
where the virus has never been stopped: Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan. While World Polio 
Day, 24 October, serves as an important opportunity to remind the world of the need to finish 
the job, raising money and awareness is a year-round effort for many. 

Late-night recruiting 
Julie Caron, a member of the Rotary Club of Toronto Skyline, heard about plans for the Michi-
gan fundraising skydive after being invited to speak at a leadership training event in Koushik’s 
district. 
Julie Caron and 10 members from Toronto Skyline and surrounding Rotary clubs plunged earth-
ward in their own tandem skydive, raising several thousand dollars for polio eradication.     
“We were in one of those friendship rooms after the conference … when Koushik began talking 
about the skydive,” Caron says. “We all got really excited and signed up. 
“I don’t like to back out on things I say I’m going to do, even if it’s the middle of the night,” Caron says. So she began raising money and 
drove down to Michigan to do the jump. 
She also took the idea back to her own club, whose members are mostly young professionals looking for fun things to do. This past July, 10 
members from Toronto Skyline and surrounding Rotary clubs plunged earthward in their own tandem skydive, raising several thousand 
dollars for polio eradication.  
Caron hopes to make it a yearly event. 

I don’t like to back out on things I say I’m going to do, even if it’s the middle of the night,” 
Caron says. So she began raising money and drove down to Michigan to do the jump. 
She also took the idea back to her own club, whose members are mostly young professionals 
looking for fun things to do. This past July, 10 members from Toronto Skyline and surround-
ing Rotary clubs plunged earthward in their own tandem skydive, raising several thousand dol-
lars for polio eradication.  
Caron hopes to make it a yearly event. 
“Polio eradication is definitely something I am passionate about,” she says. “It’s not a hard 
fundraiser to put together at all. You just call around and pick a place, and then you begin ask-
ing people if they would rather jump or pay up in pledges.” 
Jackson, who’d jumped out of the plane in his “Captain Rotary” outfit, says he personally 
raised $4,700 for the Michigan skydive using Caron’s approach. 
I would go up to people and tell them we were skydiving for polio and give them two options,” 
says Jackson. “I would tell them I was paying $180 out of my own pocket to jump, so if you 
are not going to jump, you have to pay $180. Most people would say, ‘OK, you got it.’ ” 
 
Floating like a bird 
 
Koushik and his wife are active 
in other ways to rid the world 
of polio. They have been on 
several trips with their Rotary 
district to immunize children in 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and In-
dia, and particularly enjoy 
showing off their native coun-
try, India, from which they em-
igrated to Canada about 30 
years ago. They are planning to 
take part in another National 
Immunization Day in Pakistan 
next year. 
Still, the skydive will hold a 
special place in Koushik’s heart. 
“This is one of the highlights of my polio eradication efforts,” he says. “It’s such a feeling of 
freedom. The first time out of the plane, you have very little idea what is happening; you are 
free-falling so fast. But once that parachute opens, you look around and say, ‘Wow!’ It’s such 
a great feeling to be able to float like a bird.” 
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