Congratulations to the January

Students of the Month from SEMINOLE
' Orange Grove Elementary:
' Madison Hollingsworth SMOKE
" Llly Blvera . Be a gift to the world S I G NALS
Sophia Ramirez
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PRAYER FOR TODAY : Lord, help me to see the “heart” in
the people I meet and the things that I do.
Amen.

PROGRAM THIS WEEK: Mike and Sue Valind, Rotary
Auction Trip to Africa

PROGRAM LAST WEEK: David B. Bennett, President and
CEOQ, Pinellas Realty Organization

1 like] o bej justias PROGRAM NEXT WEEK: John Gluck, NRA Certified
surprised’as’everyone Firearms Instructor

else byy what'comes out Upcoming Events:

Feb 10" Sweethearts Luncheon, Please let Lorie know if you
are bringing your sweetheart

Feb 17th  Mark Strickland - Interim Provost at SPC Seminole

Feb 24™ Yvonne Ulmer - Coaching By Design

April 21st:  Seminole Rotary Golf Tournament

Il'dont like to think
before 1"'Speak

off my, mouth
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Clubs battle hunger in Missouri with ‘food fight’

Rotary mem-
bers from Co-
lumbia, Mis-
souri, USA,
volunteer at a

regional food
bank.

Though the media tends to focus on underdeveloped countries when the subject
1s hunger, food scarcity is also a problem in the United States.

Consider parts of Missouri, where one of every six people goes hungry, accord-
ing to the Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri.

Rotary member Steve Dulle wanted to change that. For his induction as this
year’s governor of District 6080, he eschewed a traditional installation featuring
fine food and formal wear. Instead, he asked members throughout the district to
collect nonperishable provisions and volunteer at local food banks and pantries
on the day that he took office. And he launched a monthlong “food fight” that pit
clubs in the northern part of his district against those in the south to see who
could collect the most food.

The north won — as did the area’s hungry residents. Rotary members, Rotarac-
tors, and their families and friends collected more than 10,000 pounds of food
and raised nearly $19,000 for Missouri’s food pantries.

“I wanted to start off my year with an example of what it should primarily por-
tray, namely a dedication to service,” says Dulle. “This was the first time we did
a service project for our district — it united us.”

The Rotary Club of Jefferson City Breakfast took top honors for the amount of
food brought in, collecting more than 2,500 pounds of nonperishable items outside
a supermarket on Saturdays in July. The Rotary Club of Columbia-Metro contrib-
uted the most labor, volunteering 258 hours at the Food Bank of Central & North-
east Missouri. And the Columbia South, Fulton and Jefferson City Evening clubs
collected the most money for the cause, more than $2,000 each.

Rotary members and guests even repackaged nearly 5,000 pounds of Rice Krisp-
ies for local food pantries. Dulle says that a volunteer stood on a ladder and shov-
eled the cereal from a 15-foot box into a large pan, which was eventually divided
by others into serving sizes for innumerable plastic containers ready for delivery.
Local Rotaract members pitched in as well.

“Coordinated projects like these are able to take service projects to another level,”
says Jolyn Sattizahn, president of the Rotaract Club of Columbia, who helped with
the effort.

Of the 49 clubs in the district, 36 participated in the initiative.

Larry Price, president of the Rotary Club of Mountain View, says he’ll never for-
get volunteering at an Ozarks Food Harvest pantry.

“Frankly, I had no idea that so many people in Mountain View were being served
at this site,” he says. “And the beneficiaries of the program were quick to express
their appreciation to the volunteers as they made their way around the tables.”
Dulle’s 28 June installation as district governor, at the Food Bank for Central &
Northeast Missouri, was atypical. There was no banquet, attendees wore shorts,
and the governor was sworn in during a lunch break. He wouldn’t have done it
any differently.

“It was important that the project be hands-on so we could better feel the service
we were doing,” he says. “Because of the project, clubs are continuing to work
with their food banks.”

And that promises to make a dent in the district’s hunger problem in the years to
come.
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