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            PRAYER  FOR TODAY:   Lord, thank You for the wise words 
      of others that help me be a better        
      person.  Amen. 
 

  PROGRAM THIS WEEK:  Brad Dykens                                            

      Seminole Fire Department 

 
  PROGRAM LAST WEEK:   Shirley and George Donovan, 
      Manchu Picchu and Galapagos 
                                                                                     
  PROGRAM NEXT WEEK:  Gloria Gomez, News Reporter                   

      for Channel 13  

  Upcoming Events: 

  June 10th:  Deputy Thomas Kelley, ID theft                                                 
  June 24th:  State  Representative Larry Ahearn                                                         
  Oct  3rd: Beerfest                                                                 
  Nov. 14th:    Auction 

 

   
                                                              
   

Rotary Club of Seminole Officers 2013-2014: 

President  Gerry Miller   Sergeant at Arms  J im Woodwor th 
President Elect   Tim Ingold  Bulletin Editor    Jeff Graves/Ruth Berry 
Secretary  Al Stephenson  Past President        Hank Houser   
Treasurer  Mike McQuilkin   

 District 6950 Website - www.rotary6950.org   
Website - www.seminolerotary.org 
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Meet Our Speaker:   Brad Dykens 

Public Affairs Officer at City of Seminole Fire Rescue 
November 2012 - Present Public Affairs Officer and Life Safety Educator, for fire prevention, accident preven-
tion,emergencypreparedness, and health and wellness issues for the community.In this capacity I also serve as the 
Fire Department Public Information Officer for the City of Seminole and Seminole Fire Rescue serving as the liai-
son with the media in regards to public affairs, incidents, and events. 
President/Master Instructor at Rescuer Education Services 
August 2010 - Present President of company; ASHI Master Instructor/trainer for BLS, CPR,AED, First aid, Blood 
Born Pathogen, Oxygen administration, Wilderness First Aid, First Responder AHA instructor trainer for BLS, 
CPR/AED 
Safety Consultant for Business and Hospitality Industry 
Adjunct Faculty SEPSI,High Liability Instructor, First Responder,CPR/AED at St. Petersburg College 
March 2004 - Present Curriculum Specialist for FDLE High Liability First Aid/ First Responder, CPR Professional 
Rescuer, Adjunct Senior Instructor. 
Adult Education Teacher at Pinellas County Schools 
February 1996 - April 2014 (18 years 3 months) 
Adjunct Adult Vocational Educator with Workforce Development, Instructor for Fire Sciences, CPR, AED and 
First Aid. Taught at various locations throughout county as needed. 

 

 

Students of the Month from  

Orange Grove Elementary 

 

 



 

Rotary, USAID Collaboration                                                                   
Improves Sanitation facilities 
in Ghana 
 

According to a 2012 report by UNICEF 
and the World Health Organization, Ghana 
has made great strides in providing its 
people with clean drinking water. But ac-
cess to better sanitation has lagged. 
Only about 14 percent of Ghanaians have 
access to improved facilities, compared with 
the 54 percent target set for 2015 by the 
United Nations Millennium Development 
Goals. Addressing the issue isn't simple, as pit latrines need emptying, toilets need mainte-
nance, and promoting hygiene requires education. 
The H2O Collaboration, a partnership between Rotary and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), is working to alleviate the problem. Between 2009 and 2013, the col-
laboration invested $2 million in water, sanitation, and hygiene initiatives in Ghana, along with 
equal amounts in the Dominican Republic and the Philippines. 
In Ghana, the effort resulted in 57 boreholes, 20 wells, latrines for 41 public schools, three 
public toilet and shower-block units, and three mechanized water supply and distribution sys-
tems for rural communities. 
In each community, Rotary members and USAID partnered with Ghana's Community Water 
and Sanitation Agency to set up local water and sanitation committees that assume ongoing 
oversight of the improvements. They have also worked with the country's Ministry of Educa-
tion and its local affiliates to promote a health curriculum that teaches the importance of hand 
washing with soap, safe water storage, and use of improved household latrines.The collabora-
tion is poised to enter its second phase this year with commitments of $4 million each in Gha-
na, the Dominican Republic, the Philippines, and Uganda. 
 
Unique strengths 
Rotary and USAID both bring unique strengths to the effort. Rotary's global network of mem-

bers raise money and oversee construction of the improvements. USAID provides the technical 

support to design and carry out the initiatives, and works to build the capacity of local, 
district, and regional agencies to operate and maintain the systems and oversee 
education and training. 

 
 
 

 
Working with USAID has been great because they have been in the development business for 
years and have the backing of the U.S. government," says Ako Odotie, a member of the Rotary 
Club of Tema, Accra, who serves on a committee overseeing the effort in Ghana. "In Rotary, 
we are volunteers and many individual clubs. USAID is one unit, and that provides strength to 
our effort." 
One of the first steps for Rotary was the creation of a host organization committee made up of 
Rotary leaders who could steer the project. The committee members sat down with representa-
tives from USAID and the Community Water and Sanitation Agency to determine where the 
need was greatest; they selected the Volta, Eastern, Central, and Greater Accra regions. Sites 
were then chosen, and Rotary's share of projects in 114 communities was divided up among 16 
clubs. 
The clubs met with each community to get their input before seeking bids for projects. Local 
water and sanitation committees participate in decision-making, donate land for the improve-
ments, set up bank accounts, establish and collect user fees to cover ongoing costs, and receive 
training in the use and maintenance of the facilities. Health and sanitation teams from local 
government units and the Community Water and Sanitation Agency regularly inspect and mon-
itor the sites and evaluate reports from the communities. 
 
Sustainability 
"Some of the water and sanitation committees have done so well with the fees they get from 
users that they have expanded things," says Odotie. "In one community where we dug a bore-
hole, they got additional funding from a church camp and installed pump-to-pump water into a 
tank and built themselves a complete water system." 
"Sustainability is built right into the project," notes Robert Holden, who served as international 
project sponsor for District 7630 (Delaware and Maryland, USA). "When we entered a village, 
they had to show us their bankbook and deposits, which were enough to keep the projects run-
ning. I was very impressed with how much prior planning went into this project, its detail, in-
genuity, and foresight." 
Odotie says it has been rewarding to see the reaction of villagers to all the improvements. 
"Sometimes it is very emotional to see the joy and appreciation on their faces," he says. "When 
you bring in water -- clean water versus what they are used to drinking, which is very pitiful -- 
you can tell straightaway that their health situation is improved. This is what I live for. It is 
what makes Rotary what it is." 
 

 

 

A young girl takes a bath using a single gallon 
of clean water. 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.washghana.net/page/400
http://www.washghana.net/page/400
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/get-involved/take-action/rotary-usaid-international-h2o-collaboration
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