Meet Our Speaker: Deputy Brad Byers

Deputy Brad Byers has been a member of the Pinellas County SEMINOLE

Sheriff's Office for 19 years. He has served in the Patrol Opera- SMOKE

tions Bureau as a uniformed deputy, as a Field Training Officer in -ROTARY SIGNALS

Patrol. He was assigned to the Special Operations Division, Ma- -

rine and Environmental Lands Unit and i1s a member of the SWAT ROTARY 2014-2015 Club Number 4289 Mach 4, 2015

Team forthe past 11 years. Bradhas also Workedinthe Training EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEENEEENEEENEEER
Division and now is currently assigned as a member of the K9 unit PRAYER FOR TODAY: Thank you, Father, for the beauty
for the last 2 years. of our world. Open our eyes so that we never

miss a moment of the wonder surrounding us. Amen

PROGRAM THIS WEEK: Deputy Brad Byers, Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office Canine unit

Brad's K-9 partner is “Hector”, a 3 2 year old German Sheppard
that is dual trained for Patrol and Explosive Detection.

PROGRAM LAST WEEK: Fire Chief Heather Burford

President Gerry wants PROGRAM NEXT WEEK: Deputy Thomas Kelly, PCSO,
everyone to exercise their on terrorist awareness
mind... Upcoming Events:
Remember, he IS an
engineer... March 7: Rotary at the Races: .1 | :30am at the Tampa Bay
Downs. A $2 admission fee includes parking, free
lunch and giveaways.
Marchl18: Jovana Unietis, former head pastry chef at Innis
brook
March 25: Gance Gunce, Exchange student from Turkey
Rotary Club of Seminole Officers 2013-2014: April 1: Lewis Hill. Pack a Snack
President Gerry Miller Sergeant at Arms Jim Woodworth Apl'ﬂ 16: Rotary Club of Seminole Golf Tournament
President Elect Tim Ingold Bulletin Editor  Jeff Graves/Ruth Berry
Secretary Al Stephenson Past President Hank Houser

Treasurer Mike McQuilkin
District 6950 Website - www.rotary6950.org
Website - www.seminolerotary.org
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Rotary releases $34.8 million
for polio immunization
activities worldwide

Rotary International released an ad-
ditional $34.8 million in grants to
support polio immunization activi-
ties in 10 countries, including Af-
ghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan, the
three countries where the disease
has never been stopped.

The funds, whose release was an-
nounced 20 January, will be used by
the World Health Organization and
UNICEF for polio immunization and surveillance activities in the 10 countries,
as well as to provide technical assistance in several other countries in Africa.

The grants include $8.1 million for Nigeria to support its final push to eradicate
the disease. Nigeria experienced a nearly 90 percent reduction in cases in 2014
compared with the previous year, and hasn't registered a new case of polio in the
last six months.

"Nigeria has managed an incredible feat," says Dr. Tunji Funsho, Rotary's Polio-
Plus chair for Nigeria. "However, now we must be more vigilant than ever, as our
progress is fragile."

Commitment to polio eradication from all levels of the Nigerian government has
proved crucial to the country's recent progress. Disease experts are urging politi-
cal leaders to maintain this focus as national elections approach next month.

The Global Polio Eradication Initiative, in which Rotary is a partner, made signif-
icant progress against polio in 2014 in most places. More than half of the world's
cases in 2013 were the result of outbreaks in previously polio-free countries,
largely caused by instability and conflict in countries including Syria, Iraq, and
Somalia. The outbreaks appear to have been stopped last year following special
vaccination efforts in 11 countries that reached more than 56 million children.

Female polio health workers providing the polio
vaccine during the National Immunization Days
in Kano Northern Nigeria.

"We are encouraged to see the tangible progress made against this disease in
2014," says Mike McGovern, chair of Rotary's International PolioPlus Commit-
tee. "However, until we eliminate polio from its final reservoirs, children every-
where are at risk from this disease. Rotary -- along with our partners -- will work
hard to ensure that the world's most vulnerable children are kept safe from polio."
One less promising spot in the polio eradication fight has been Pakistan, which
saw an explosive outbreak totaling more than 300 cases in 2014, the most there in
more than a decade. As a result, Pakistan accounted for almost 90 percent of the
world's cases last year.

Pakistan will receive $1.1 million of the funds that Rotary is releasing to support
eradication efforts there. In addition, the grants include $6.7 million in Afghani-
stan, $7 million in Somalia, $3.3 million in Democratic Republic of Congo, $2.8
million in Niger, $2.5 million in Chad, $1.6 million in Cameroun, $1.1 million in
Ethiopia, and $250,000 in Kenya. A total of $321,000 will provide technical as-
sistance in Africa.

To date, Rotary has contributed more than $1.3 billion to fight polio. Through
2018, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will match 2-to-1 every dollar that
Rotary commits to polio eradication (up to $35 million a year). In 2014, there
were only 350 confirmed polio cases in the world, down from about 350,000 a
year when the initiative began in 1988.
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