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Meet our Speaker: Tom Stewart
Tom Stewart has been a member of the Pinellas Park Rotary Club
for 24 years. He has served as a Past president and is currently the
Sergeant at Arms for his club, as well as The Ambassador for
CART.
ROTARY 2017-2018

His program today will be about the CART(Coins for Alzheimer’s
Research Trust) Fund. The CART fund is a Rotary initiative that
is dedicated to raising funds to provide seed money for cuttingedge, high-impact research in hopes of finding a cure/prevention
for Alzheimer’s disease.
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PRAYER FOR TODAY: Thank you, God, for placing in our
lives people who need our love, and for reminding us
that our purpose is to serve you by serving others. Amen
PROGRAM THIS WEEK: Tom Stewart

The club is in need of programs starting May 23 and weekly
through June 27. The program committee will be contacting
Rotarian members starting with the names on the back of the
bulletin if you have not already been a chair for a weekly program.

If you have some one you would like to have as a guest speaker,
please contact Dean, Tim or Lorie, ASAP.

PROGRAM NEXT WEEK: Mark Ely, Community
Development Director for the City of Seminole
PROGRAM LAST WEEK: Dennis Schrader
Upcoming Events:
April 19th
April 28th
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John Mavros , Author,
Enough is Enough

World Bank and Rotary International celebrate International Women’s Day
By Ryan Hyland Photographs by Karen Sayre
Three Rotary women were recognized on 7 March at the World Bank in Washington, D.C., USA, for their commitment to improving lives through innovative humanitarian projects.
The celebration, hosted by the World Bank Group Staff Association, and sponsored by Rotary International and
investment firm Oppenheimer & Co., was one of many events held this week to mark International Women's Day,
which is on 8 March each year. It highlighted the positive changes women make around the world. Annette Dixon,
vice president of the World Bank for South Asia, moderated the event.

Dr. Geetha Jayaram, a member of the Rotary Club of Howard West, Maryland, USA, addresses mental health issues for poor women in developing countries.

Danielle De La Fuente, a member of the Rotary Club of Coronado Binacional, California, USA, shares how her
organization, The Amal Alliance, empowers refugee children around the world.

Marie-Irène Richmond-Ahoua, past PolioPlus chair for Côte d’Ivoire, talks about the strides Africa has made toward becoming polio free.
Dr. Geetha Jayaram, a member of the Rotary Club of Howard West, Maryland, USA, addresses mental health
issues for poor women in developing countries.

Speaking to more than 300 people, with thousands watching the livestream, Dr. Geetha Jayaram, Marie-Irène
Richmond Ahoua, and Danielle De La Fuente, all Rotarians, told their stories and explained how their work
helped poor women in India gain access to mental health care, vaccinate hundreds of thousands against polio in
West Africa, and empower refugee children around the world.
Jayaram, a member of the Rotary Club of Howard West, Maryland, USA, and a recipient of the Rotary Global
Alumni Service to Humanity Award, told the audience that her mental health clinic has provided nearly 2,000
poor people, mostly women, each year with comprehensive care in more than 200 villages in southern India.
The Maanasi Clinic, founded by Jayaram, has been recognized by the World Health Organization for its effort to
advance mental health care in developing countries. Its services also focus on vision, hearing, geriatric care, and
vocational rehabilitation. The clinic, which operates in partnership with St. John's Medical College, has received
funding from the Rotary Club of Columbia, Maryland, and Rotary grants. In total, the clinic has reached nearly
six million households since it began in 2002.
"I never expected I would feel so fulfilled and gratified by these women who have so little, who will welcome you
in their home and share their most intimate details of their lives," Jayaram said. "That is a large gift to me and our
workers."
Jayaram is an associate professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at the Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland, USA
Marie-Irène Richmond-Ahoua, a member of the Rotary Club of Abidjan-Bietry, Côte d’Ivoire, served as Rotary’s
PolioPlus chair for her country and now helps coordinate immunization activities in West Africa. She is an international communications consultant and worked as an outreach adviser for the United Nations Operation in Côte
d’Ivoire.
Richmond-Ahoua was recognized by Bill Gates at the 2017 Rotary Convention in Atlanta for her role in polio
eradication and peace.
"Volunteering has brought me much happiness, and some tears. It has allowed me to see the world through different lenses," Richmond-Ahoua said. "We must believe in what we are doing regardless of the challenges we will
face."
She adds: "And my greatest reward? The smile of a mother after her childr has just been immunized."
Danielle De La Fuente, a member of the Rotary Club of Coronado Binacional, California, USA, is co-founder of
The Amal Alliance. The nonprofit group empowers refugee children around the world through social development and educational programs. She worked at the National Defense University in Washington, D.C., where she
fostered good relations across the Middle East South Asia.
De La Fuente told the audience that 65 million people have been forcibly displaced worldwide, 77 percent of
whom are children. "Imagine a world where children have no dreams," De La Fuente said. "That is a reality I
choose not to accept."
"The need for compassionate people has never been greater than now," she adds. "What is our future if our next
generation is unable to dream? I call on all of you to take action and make a difference."

