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Meet Our Speaker: Greg Kahill
•
•
•
•

Floridian for 24 years, originally from Vermont, by way of
Massachusetts
Spent 20+ years in radio, as disc jockey, sportscaster, talk
show host
Freelance voiceover talent (www.prosound24.com)
Entering 9th year as Rays Public Address Announcer

YOU HAVE TO LOVE A GOOD NURSE
A policeman was rushed to the hospital with an inflamed appendix. The
doctors operated and advised him that all was well; however, the patrolman kept feeling something pulling at the hairs in his crotch.
Worried that it might be a second surgery and the doctors hadn't told
him about it, he finally got enough energy to pull his hospital gown up
enough so he could look at what was making him so uncomfortable!
Taped firmly across his pubic hair and private parts were three wide
strips of adhesive tape, the kind that doesn't come off easily --- if at all.
Written on the tape in large black letters was the sentence, "Get well
soon from the nurse in the Ford Explorer you pulled over last week."
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PRAYER FOR TODAY: Lord, refresh us with this food, and
nourish our hearts and minds with the constant values that
make us Rotarians. Open before us the way of peace and
service. Amen.
PROGRAM THIS WEEK: Greg Kalil
PROGRAM NEXT WEEK: Stefanie Martin
PROGRAM LAST WEEK: Clarence Faucet
Upcoming Events:
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April 11th
April 19th

Jim Woodworth
Eva Jones
Ginger Hayes
Golf Tournament

Dr. Terry - Audiologist
Dennis Schrader
Tom Stewart

Rotary’s amazing capacity
to bring people together
By Gabriel de Jesus Abade, former Rotary Youth Exchange Student

When I was 16, like most teenagers, I was focused on my own
life. I hadn’t really thought about joining a service club or dedicating myself to
helping others. But that changed when a high school friend began talking to me
about Rotary, and its local and global actions. I was captivated and wanted to learn
more. So I took my first steps in Rotary as a member of the Interact Club of Lauro
de Freitas. Through the club, I was able to contribute in small ways to changing
my community for the better.
Gabriel de Jesus Abade, right, reconnects with
his exchange counselor, Richard Bates, during
the 2015 Rotary International Convention in
São Paulo.
It was also there that I first came into contact
with the Rotary Youth Exchange program
through exchange students who lived in my district. It aroused something inside of me, and I
felt an urge to also go away and experience
something new. I took part in a youth exchange
to Freeport, Bahamas, in District 6990 and it
changed my life in so many ways I can’t explain. It is still shaping many of my current decisions. A lot of what I do today is related to the
change I went through nine years ago. The exchange opened my eyes to a world
bigger than my own neighborhood, city, state, and country. And there was no turning back.

I returned to Brazil with a sense of duty. Rotary impacted my life and I felt I
needed to “pay it back” somehow. My mom felt the same way. She even became
a Rotarian. I became a member of the Rotex in my district, a group of youth exchange alumni who assist new inbound and outbound students during their exchange, from 2010-15. We hosted
five exchange students and received
countless others for shorter stays.
During carnival, which is a huge
event in my hometown of Salvador,
exchange students staying in other
cities in Brazil would come to our
home to experience carnival with
Rotary supervisors.
My sense of needing to give back also prompted me to become a Rotaract member. The club, Salvator-Aratu, is a very active one, and we were able to impact
our community in a rather impressive way. Our projects included distributing
food to the homeless, supplying hospitals with mattresses, organizing medical
clinics, and funding tutoring for public school students. There I made some wonderful memories and friends, with whom I still keep in contact. I guess that’s precisely how I feel about Rotary: it’s a big international family. Among Rotarians, I
feel at ease, at home.
In 2015, I decided to attend Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena in Germany to
study the European legal system. I participated in the local Rotaract club and met
some fascinating people. During my first meeting, I met a lovely girl named
Julia, and we’ve been dating for over 2 years now. That’s precisely what amazes
me about Rotary: this capacity of bringing people together despite their historical
or geographic backgrounds, overcoming cultural barriers and creating this special
art of global thinking/belonging.
I’m currently in Brazil and preparing to defend my bachelor’s thesis. I’m not
quite sure what is yet to come once I’ve graduated. But one thing I’m sure of:
whether in Brazil, Germany, or elsewhere Rotary will always be a part of my life.

